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Shown Here: Lot 901 Newfoundland #15.  Seldom is a One Shilling 
orange offered at auction.  We offer two in this auction!



SYMBOLS and ABBREVIATIONS

** Never Hinged with original gum (NH also used)
* Hinged with original gum
(*) Unused without gum as issued or having gum fully 
removed.
o.g. Original Gum (p.o.g.= part original gum)
 Used (includes full range of postally used, cancel-to-
order, precancels)
XF  Extremely Fine applies to stamps with exceptional 
quality and margins well in excess of what would typically be 
found.  This term is used rarely and is not applied for modern 
stamps.  The term “Superb” is occasionally used as an adjec-
tive in the text of a description.
VF A stamp in superior condition which is well-centered 
and without fault.
FVF Applied to stamps that are somewhat less well-
centered than very fi ne, while taking into account what may 
considered as typical margins of classic material.  The term 
has also been applied to multiples with individual stamps 
with range of grade or for larger lots/collections.
F(ine) Stamps having perforations that do not cut into the 
design and without damaging faults.  Items described as such 
may have slight detracting features such as short perforation 
tips or natural inclusion.  Many better classic material natu-
rally falls into this category and may be expected to command 
prices similar to those ascribed by catalogue values.
VG Very Good Equivalent to “average”.  Typically with poor 
centering, heavy cancellation or faults such as minor thins, 
light creases, etc.
Faulty  Applied to an item with tears, heavy crease(s), un-
sightly postmarks, serious thins or surface scuffs.
 Cover, which here embraces stampless folded letters 
(SFL), mailed envelopes, fi rst day covers (FDC’s) etc.
FDC First Day Cover 
E/P Essay, Proof, Die Proof
UL “Upper Left”  and used in conjunction with corner of 
sheet, block or individual stamp.  The abbreviations UR LR 
and LL are used similarly.
cds “Circular date stamp” postmark
l.h. lightly hinged
v.l.h. very lightly hinged
h.r. hinge remnant
perf. “Perforation” tooth descriptor in the context of “short 
perfs”  or perforation measurement in the context of “perf 
12.0 x 11.5” 
Est. Our estimate of the fi nal hammer price if there is aver-
age competition for the lot.

Exceptional Items  There are exceptional items in every session. 
Please take time to study the catalogue thoroughly.  We invite you to 
participate in our auction.

Rarity Each of our auctions has had an increasing number of stamps or 
philatelic items of great rarity. Last auction we offered a Newfoundland 
1857 Two Penny; in this auction we can offer two of these rarities, also 
a unique pair of the Four Penny and two of the One Shilling Orange.

Quality Collectors not only have different interests but have different 
criteria for quality.  It is a real pleasure to describe stamps of high qual-
ity. We are especially looking for future consignments of high quality 
material.

Quantity Last auction we started with an editorial including a para-
graph about how bulky the sale was. We had to purchase 28 new full-
sized bookshelves to hold auction lots. This auction is even bulkier. We 
will try to add enough extra shelves so that we do not need to add more 
bookshelves. There were great bargains in the Lots & Collections last 
auction and the same will be true in Auction #3.

Bidding Increments We have made changes to the bidding steps at 
the lower level of increments. This should speed up the auction. Incre-
ments are listed on the bid sheet and on our site.

Descriptions We attempt to have accurate and consistent descrip-
tions for all lots from the great single rarities all the way down to the 
carton of “junk.” This means many more hours needed to catalogue 
and describe collections and bulky lots. Descriptions are then audited 
and where necessary corrected. Sparks Auctions is interested in hiring 
collectors who would like to try their hand at auction descriptions on an 
“as-needed” basis. We invite your expression of interest.

Opening Bids Opening bids on StampAuctionNetwork will show as $1 
whether there are no bids or one bid. A second bid on the same lot will 
result in a posted starting bid one increment higher than the underbid. 
Our experience is that nowadays most lots show only one dollar as the 
opening bid until about 24 hours before the auction begins.

Live Internet Bidding We are the fi rst – and still the only – Canadian 
auction house to use the live internet bidding capabilities of StampAuc-
tionNetwork.com.

Consignors We thank our many consignors for their confi dence in 
Sparks Auctions. We solicit consignments of any size for future auc-
tions.

Scanned Images We scan images at 600 dpi and 250% of their 
original size.  This means that the expanded scans for single stamps 
on our site will allow the viewer to zoom in at full screen size on most 
computer displays. Many scans which are not in the catalogue can be 
found on our website.

Going Green We expect that with greater use of the internet, our 
printed catalogue will become increasingly unnecessary, since the auc-
tion lots and prices realized can be seen on www.sparks-auctions.com, 
and on StampAuctionNetwork.com. We can also record your interests 
and make sure you receive regular updates and special e-mail listings 
so that you are certain not to miss any important news. Please let us 
know if you no longer need the catalogue.

VIEWING  

Saturday January 3rd, 2009 ........... 9:30 am to 5:30 pm  
Saturday January 10th ................... 9:30 am to 5:30 pm
Monday January 12th ..................... 9:30 am to 5:30 pm
Tuesday January 13th ...................9:30 am to 12:00 pm
Wednesday January 14th .............9:30 am to 12:00 pm

  HOW TO CONTACT US:
  62 Sparks Street,  Ottawa, ON , K1P 5A8, CANADA

  Offi ce Hours: Monday through Friday 
  10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m. Eastern Time

  Tel: 613-567-3336
  Fax: 613-567-2972
  Email: info@sparks-auctions.com

www.sparks-auctions.com



Auction #3 Updates, Corrections & Errata

CORRECTIONS TO LOT DESCRIPTIONS
Last updated Saturday, January 10th at 4:30pm EST

Lot Number Correction

107 2'6p value is thinned

515 This block is NOT NH. It is ungummed as issued, with two hinge marks
in the upper left and lower left corners.

520 This stamp has two prominent guidelines, vertical and horizontal
intersecting at a position dot in "P." It is likely that they were not
burnished off from a previous use of the plate.

581 Fine, centered. Unitrade CV is $3,125

1142 Scott #20 (not #24). Description is otherwise correct.

1370 #217 Plate No. 3 lower is a block of 8 (not 80 as indicated in brackets).

1397 "Signed 511a" (not 551a)

1478 Should be "1973-1989"

  

NB: Many of the topical lots in France are listed with a Michel catalogue value. These
are shown with a date before the catalogue number. Others are by Scott number.

Bidding Increments

Please bid using these NEW increments.
(All bids are in Canadian dollars.)

From: Increment:   

$2 - $30 $2 $1600 - $3000 $100

$35 - $100 $5 $3200 - $7000 $200

$110 - $250 $10 $7500 - $15,000 $500

$275 - $750 $25 $16,000 - $30,000 $1000

$800 -
$1500

$50 $32,000 - $50,000 $2000

  above $50,000 $5000

   Etc.



SESSION ONE
BRITISH COMMONWEALTH

TUESDAY JANUARY 13th at 1:00p.m.

Lots #1-168

Index
      Lots
Great Britain      1-40
Aitutaki - Australian States   41-60
Bahamas - Belize    61-80
Bermuda     81-94
B.A.T. - Guernsey    95-115
Hong Kong     116-128
including Annigoni on glazed paper  124
Ireland - New Zealand   129-145
including Leeward Islands Sexagenary 135-136
     Mauritius #14B   139
     New Zealand Imperf Blocks 143
Rhodesia - Trinidad    146-168

This session will begin promptly at 1:00p.m. East-
ern time.  We expect to fi nish at approximately 
2:30p.m.
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British Commonwealth

1 E/P 1d King Edward VII trial colour essay, as prepared by 
Thos. de la Rue & Co., in green and blue, imperf and affi xed 
to a portion of index card, very fi ne.  These were usually pre-
pared for trial colour of planned stamp issues.  Each colour 
combination being possibly unique. This design was used by 
several Colonies including Nyasaland and Jamaica.

 .................................................................................... Est $500

2 E/P King George V unadopted essay of central vignette 
(14x16mm) with profi le facing left in black on coated paper 
(46x56mm), very fi ne. A lovely addition to any advanced col-
lection of King George V era.

 .................................................................................... Est $250

3 E/P King George V unadopted essay of central vignette 
(14x16mm) with profi le facing left in indigo-blue on coated 
paper (40x47mm), very fi ne. A lovely addition to any advanced 
collection of King George V era.

 .................................................................................... Est $250

4 ** ITU Omnibus 1965 International Telecommunications 
Union, 64 stamps complete by Scott, never hinged, very fi ne. 
Owner’s CV $320.

 ................................................................................ Scott $320

Great Britain

5  #1 1840 1p black Victoria, four large to well clear mar-
gins, position EI, likely plate 2, fi ne-very fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $300

6  #1 The Story of the Penny Black in commemorative bind-
er with Great Britain 1d black, stamp has 3 margins and 
red Maltese Cross cancel. Binder also includes 56-page book 
published by the National Postal Museum, London. Binder 
cover has become sticky with poor storage.

 ................................................................................ Scott $300

7  #2 1840 2p deep full blue Victoria, three margins, else a 
sound fresh stamp. (SG 4 £900).

 ................................................................................ Scott $700

8  #2b 1840 2d deep bright blue Victoria, small to tight mar-
gins and into design at lower left, neat Maltese cross cancel.

 ................................................................................ Scott $825

9  #3 1841 1p red brown Victoria, four clear to huge margins 
on piece obliterated by Maltese Cross with numeral 6 in cen-
ter, very fi ne. (SG 8m).

 .....................................................................................SG £120

10  #28a 1856 1sh pale green Victoria, Heraldic emblems 
watermark, well centered with intact perforations, very fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $275

11  #32a, 33 1860, 1864 1½d, 1d Victoria, used on small 
piece with Edinburgh Dec 1876 duplex tying pair of #32a and 
2 singles of #33 plate 173, fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $126

12 (*) #43 1865 4d vermilion Victoria, Plate 11, fresh colour, 
closed pinhole, unused no gum. (SG#94 £500).

 ................................................................................ Scott $525

13  #57 1867 5sh rose, plate 1, Maltese cross watermark, 
with fresh paper, intact perfs and original rich colour with in-
distinct but light circular date stamp make this stamp very 
desirable, fi ne-very fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $650

14  #57a 1867 5sh pale rose Queen Victoria Plate 2, a very 
nice appearing stamp with light cancel, very small fault at top 
right.

 .............................................................................Scott $1,100

15 * #85 1881 5d indigo Victoria, deep colour, a fresh very fi ne 
stamp with full original gum, lightly hinged. Pencilled signa-
ture and very light gum bend do not detract from this lovely 
stamp. (SG £675).

 ................................................................................ Scott $675

16  #95 1883 6d on 6d overprint, well centered with lovely 
cds postmark, fi ne-very fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $140

17 ** #96 1883 2sh6d deep lilac Victoria, anchor watermark, 
marginal example with fresh deep colour, position AA, well 
centered, never hinged with a light diagonal gum bend, still 
extremely fi ne. CV is for hinged with never hinged being worth 
quite a premium. (SG 179 £700).

 .................................................................................Scott $475
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18  #104 1883 5d green Victoria, used, good colour, fi ne-very 
fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $200

19 * #127-138 1902 1/2p to 1sh KEVII, complete to 1sh, all 
with original colours. The 1½p and 2½p is a little dull, other-
wise very fi ne and hinged.

 ................................................................................ Scott $632

20 * #127-138 1902 ½d to 1sh KEVII, set to 1sh with deep 
colours, mint hinged, mostly very fi ne, a few with hinge rem-
nants.

 ................................................................................ Scott $632

21  #127-138 1902-1911 ½p to 1sh KEVII set of 12, a very 
nice cds cancelled set, most of which are very fi ne centered, 
all have true original colour except the 4d, 6d has a short 
stained corner.

 ................................................................................ Scott $339

22  #139 1902 2sh6d lilac Edward, block of 4 with light post-
mark cancels, very fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $600

23  #140 1902 5sh deep carmine KEVII, registered at the 
Corn Exchange, Liverpool Dec 1903, deep colour, fi ne-very 
fi ne. (SG £200).

 ................................................................................ Scott $225

  x4 5 7 8 10 12x4 5 7 8 10 12

  11 13 1411 13 14

  16 18 x19 x20 x21 2316 18 x19 x20 x21 23

  2 3 9 222 3 9 22
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Great Britain continued

24 */** #156a 1912 1p scarlet Die I watermark Crown GVR, 
booklet pane of six, fresh, 3 stamps NH, 2 lightly hinged. Scott 
for six singles hinged is $210 meaning break-up value with 
the NH is more than the pane. (SG #336 £240).

 ................................................................................ Scott $210

25 */** #177 1913 ½p green KGV perf 15 x 14, watermark 
crown and GVR multiple, a joint pair of the scarce coil issue, 
top stamp is lightly hinged, bottom is never hinged, very fi ne 
in all respects. Catalogue value is for 2 hinged singles.

 ................................................................................ Scott $350

26 * #179-181 1918-1919 King George V Seahorse issue, 
Bradbury Wilkinson printing, set of 3, fresh, mint hinged, fi ne-
very fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $830

27 * #180 1918-1919 5sh rose-red King George V Seahorse, 
Bradbury Wilkinson printing, fresh, mint hinged, very fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $290

28  #180 1919 5sh carmine rose Seahorse, Bradbury Wilkin-
son printing, strip of 3 with Constantinople postmark, light 
toning in bottom perfs, else very fi ne. (SG #416 £330).

 ................................................................................ Scott $375

29 * #235-239 1937 King George VI with inverted watermark, 
set of 5 low values, fi ne-very fi ne, hinged (SG 462-466)

 .....................................................................................SG £148

30 ** #311 1955 10sh bright ultra Castle, St. Edwards & E2R 
watermark, marginal block of four from Waterlow printings, 
fresh, never hinged, very fi ne. (SG #538 £340).

 ................................................................................ Scott $400

31 ** #326 1955 7p emerald Wilding, St. Edwards & E2R wa-
termark, fresh immaculate block of the key value of the set, 
never hinged, very fi ne. (SG #549 £200).

 ................................................................................ Scott $240

32 ** #371/527 1959-1968 2sh-£1 Castles, 1959 second 
watermark basic set by De La Rue and lower right plates of 
2sh6d (9A), 5sh (3A and 4), and 10sh (2 and 2A); 1967-1968 
no watermark lower right plates of 5sh (4A) and 10sh (2A). 
Fresh, never hinged and very fi ne. (Scott #371-374, 526-527 
$89 for cheapest printing, SG #595, 760-761 £275). 

 .....................................................................................SG £275

33 ** #BK12 1929 ½p-1½p P.U.C. Booklet, fresh partial book-
let missing only one pane (Sc. #207b) but the remaining 3 are 
very fi ne and catalogue $305 as panes (SG #436b alone has 
a CV of £250).

 ................................................................................ Scott $305

34 ** #BK14 1935 Silver Jubilee Booklet, fresh, never hinged, 
very fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $100

35 ** #BK144 1972 £1 Wedgewood Complete Booklet, mint 
never hinged, very fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $150

36 ** #BK144 1972 £1 Wedgewood Booklet, the key ½d 
Machin is fi ne-very fi ne which is typical and represents the 
catalogue standard, never hinged.

 ................................................................................ Scott $150

37 ** #J45-J54 1955 ½d-5sh Postage Due issue, St. Edwards 
& E2R watermark, set with deep colours, never hinged, fi ne-
very fi ne. (SG #D46-D55 £425).

 ................................................................................ Scott $486

38 * #J53 1957 2sh6p Postage Due, St. Edwards Crown water-
mark , well centered, fresh, very fi ne.

 .................................................................................Scott $175

39 * #O49 1902 ½d with O.W. Offi cial overprint, accompanied 
by 2008 Sismondo certifi cate “genuine in all respects” and 
signed, full original gum, light hinged, fresh colour. A scarce 
stamp. (SG #O36 £550).

 ................................................................................ Scott $600

40  Strikes Labels 1971 Postal Strike Labels collection of 
107 different mounted on album pages, used. An interesting 
lot for the specialist. 

 .................................................................................... Est $100

Aitutaki

41 ** #O34-O41 1986 $1.20-$18 surcharged Birds, set of 
high value Offi cials, never hinged, very fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $110

Alderney

42 ** #1/175 1983-2001 Mint Collection housed in deluxe 
Lighthouse hingeless album, missing 7 souvenir sheets to be 
complete for period, fresh, mint never hinged, very fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $298

Ascension

43 ** #SB1 1963 Bird complete booklet, very fi ne. 
 ....................................................................................... SG £70

Australia

44  #54 1918 5sh Kangaroo, narrow crown and narrow A 
watermark, well centered with ideal postmark of Harrisville 8 
Fe 1922, very fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $110

45 ** #71/258 “Set of Current Australian Postage Stamps c. 
1953”, 20 stamps with 1/2d to 5/- CTO and 10/- to £2 Arms 
with Specimen overprint. Australian Specialized $390.

 ....................................................................................Est $150

46 * #99 1929 2sh red brown Kangaroo small crown multiple 
A watermark, fresh colour, lightly hinged, fi ne-very fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $130
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47 ** #152-154 1935 2p-2sh Silver Jubilee, set of 3, well cen-
tered, never hinged, very fi ne.

 ...................................................................................Scott $84

48 * #O2 1931 3d blue Offi cial, lightly hinged and very fi ne.
 ................................................................................ Scott $350

New South Wales

49  #29 1854 6d gray imperforate, four margins, top well 
clear and 3 are large, very fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $110

  24 25 x26 2724 25 x26 27

  x29 x32 34x29 x32 34

  28 30 31 3328 30 31 33

  35 36 x3735 36 x37

  38 x41 44 x45 4638 x41 44 x45 46

  x47 48 49x47 48 49
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New South Wales continued

50  #F2 1856 (6p) red and blue imperforate registration 
stamp fresh, deep colours, margins are into at top and right, 
and a small thin, fi ne. (SG #102).

 ................................................................................ Scott $400

South Australia

51  #6b 1856 2d orange red Victoria, good colour and dated 
OC 4 1858 postmark in blue, 3 large margins, 4th well clear 
to touching design. A respectable stamp, fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $125

52  #9 1858 1sh orange imperforate large star watermark, 
A scarce used pair with attractive Adelaide JU 16 1859 cds in 
blue, with full margins except at right where it is cut along the 
frameline. There are two light vertical creases, one entirely in 
the margin. Accompanied by 2006 Sismondo Certifi cate and 
signed by him. (SG #12 £800).

 .............................................................................Scott $1,280

The following 5 lots are from the De La Rue Archives. They are fresh 
and never hinged. 

53 E/P 1883 ½p green trial colour proof, an impressive inter-
panneau block of 64 trial colour plate proofs on gummed un-
watermarked paper, never hinged, very fi ne. (SG #182P).

 .................................................................................Est $1,000

54 E/P #54P 1868 2p black trial colour proof, similar to the 
earlier Nova Scotia design, a marginal block with Plate No. 
3 counter on thin white surfaced paper attached to thicker 
ungummed wove paper backing, some aging and soiling in 
selvedge, else very fi ne.

 .................................................................................... Est $100

55 E/P #54P 1868 2p orange trial colour proof, a marginal 
block of Plate 3 counter on gummed unwatermarked paper 
with creases in the upper selvedge, else very fi ne, never 
hinged.

 .................................................................................... Est $100

56 E/P #57P 1868 1p black trial colour proof, marginal block 
on thin white paper surfaced paper on card, ungummed, very 
fi ne.

 .................................................................................... Est $100

57 E/P #57P 1868 1p blue green plate proof, marginal block of 
30 on unwatermarked paper, corner selvedge slightly soiled, 
else fresh, fi ne. Issued stamps have a catalogue value of 
$2,175.

 .................................................................................... Est $400

Victoria

58  #206 1901 £1 deep rose KEVII, fresh colour, with Mel-
bourne CTO postmark, fi ne-very fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $200

59  #208 1902 £2 dark blue KEVII, fresh colour with Mel-
bourne CTO postmark, fi ne-very fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $500

60 * #AR40 1899 3sh pale olive watermark V over wide 
crown, a fresh stamp, light hinge remnant and some gum dis-
turbance, fi ne-very fi ne. (SG #371 £150).

 ................................................................................ Scott $110

Bahamas

61 ** #23 1898 1sh blue green, Crown CA watermark, fresh 
marginal block of nine, all never hinged, left hand row has 
light natural gum bend as is normal but two right hand rows 
have immaculate gum which is scarce to fi nd in any stamp 
let alone a block, fi ne-very fi ne centering. CV is for 9 hinged 
singles only with NH worth a signifi cant premium. (SG #44a 
£315).

 ................................................................................ Scott $360

62 * #27-41 1884-1890 Queen Victoria issue, complete to 5sh 
value plus 2 extra 1d shades (#27a and 27b) and a second 
2½d in a slightly different shade (catalogued as normal), mint 
hinged, fresh colours and fi ne-very fi ne, couple of 1d stamps 
with trivial toning on a few perf tips.

 ................................................................................ Scott $237

63 * #33-36 1901-1903 1d-3sh Queen’s Staircase, set of 4 
with deep colours, hinged, fi ne-very fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $107

64  #37-40 1902 1p-6p KEVII, fi ne or better centering.
 ................................................................................ Scott $112

65 * #58-62 1917-1919 3d-3sh Queen’s Staircase, fresh set 
with deep colours, hinged, second 3d only fi ne, rest very fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $133

66 ** #645-648 1988 5c-45c WWF Ducks, set of four in upper 
right marginal blocks of four, a popular topic, never hinged, 
very fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $102

Bahrain

67  #14 1933 5r dark violet and ultra King George V high 
value, used with a couple of wrinkles at top left mentioned for 
the record, else very fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $150

68  #14 1933 5r KGV high value, light cancelled, upright wa-
termark, fi ne-very fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $150

69 ** #94-96a 1955-1960 2sh6p-10sh overprinted Castles, 
2sh6p three types, with type 2 and 3 both marginal pairs, 
5sh and 10sh two types, the latter being Waterlow printings, 
never hinged, very fi ne. (Basic Scott $97 mentions but does 
not price the types).

 .....................................................................................SG £173

Barbados

70  #43 1873 5sh rose Britannia, used with cds cancel and 
bootheel cancel, centered to top (off centered as always) but 
still a solid example of this elusive high value.

 ................................................................................ Scott $375

71 * #80 1903 2sh6d purple and green Britannia, high value of 
the set, fresh colour, lightly hinged, fi ne.

 ................................................................................ Scott $115

72 ** #93, 94 1904, 1909 1p carmine rose, and also car-
mine blocks, watermark multiple crown CA, carmine rose, 
UR marginal block of six and carmine left marginal block of 
8. Both fresh, never hinged and exceptionally well centered. 
Ideal for exhibit. (SG 137, 165 £318).

 ................................................................................ Scott $326
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