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We feature LIVE INTERNET BIDDING

  

Follow the bidding before and during the auction at 
stampauctionnetwork.com
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WHAT IS IN THIS AUCTION

The overwhelming fi rst impression of this sale is its sheer physical 
size; hundreds of albums in rows on shelves; many storage units fi lled 
with cartons which are in turn fi lled with collections,  postcards,  en-
velopes,  stamps in bundles,  stamps organized in glassines,  “102” 
cards,  stockbooks,  Post Offi ce new issues,  postal artifacts, and more 
stamps.  We have spent hundreds of hours describing these lots – 
and we have described them fairly and in a consistent manner.  The 
overall quality is quite high for this great mass of philatelic collect-
ibles that are the property of several dozen estates and collections.

Some of the bulk lots have a retail value well in excess of $10,000, 
others are estimated to be worth less than the cost of shipping.  
Most fall somewhere in between.  We do know that thorough view-
ing will be rewarded because there will be hidden treasures.

While the body of the auction occupies hundreds of square feet, its heart 
is in the vaults -  interesting postal history, superb stamps, items that 
are scarce,  rare or even unique, Valuable stamps and covers are found 
throughout the catalogue.

We make special note of some exceptional items in each session.  

The exceptional collection of South West Africa has many rarities.  A per-
sonal favorite is the used 10/- block from the fi rst setting with two WESi 
errors.  The Sparks catalogue will serve as a reference for the scarce 
items for decades to come.  The rest of British Africa is of interest with 
Mafi a Island and East Africa among the features.

The second session has a number of lots with essays, proofs and other 
artwork for stamp issues which are both fascinating and very rare, often 
unique.

The Canada and BNA sessions have numerous exceptional lots.  Lovely 
Pence issues are complemented by the interesting group of half-pennys 
which include a pair and two lots with an imperforate and perforated 
half-penny with the same major re-entry.  The Large Queen section of 
61 lots is strong with mints, blocks and re-entries and includes what is 
believed to be the largest mint multiple of the watermarked Three cent 
value.  The Small Queens through to the Quebecs offer many stamps of 
exceptional quality as well as interesting items for the specialist.  The 68 
lots of the Admiral Issue will fi ll many holes for discriminating collectors 
who have been searching for just the right stamp for their collection.

Large Die Proofs and great rarities are featured in the later KGV and 
QEII Issues.  We note a missing hologram full sheet, a very rare imperfo-
rate between booklet, the Missing Moose, and the 1998 Christmas perf 
change matched set of plate blocks.  The Registration issues include 
lovely re-entries and a strong Precancel section is high-lighted by an Am-
herst on the 4¢ Admiral.

Nova Scotia features a mint #1 and a superb three penny. One of the 
most exceptional items in the sale is a mint Newfoundland two penny 
scarlet vermilion, very fi ne with huge margins.

Session Five has wonderful postal history, much of it from collector/
dealer Roger Greer’s collections of Nova Scotia.  Several lovely pence 
and 1859 covers are highlighted by a ten penny cover; a ten cent rate 
to Sweden and a gorgeous six penny cover are highlights of the Large 
Queens.  British Columbia, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia all have at 
least one cover waiting for a Gold Medal Exhibit.  Newfoundland has a 
magnifi cent De Pinedo cover, a Columbia cover and a diagonally bisect 
eight penny cover.  Over 350 lots of foreign covers, cover lots and post-
cards have numerous items awaiting a place in your collection.

We have referred elsewhere to the Sixth Session of lots and collections.  
One collection of Large Queens has a catalogue over $47,000.  We invite 
you to view this and to note how few stamps have short perfs.  A similar 
story can be told many, many times for the 486 lots in this session.

IMPROVEMENTS TO THE CATALOGUE

The inaugural catalogue was well-received.  Since then we have in-
creased the scanned images to 1200 dpi.  This means you can look at a 
single stamp, zoom in and blow it up to full screen size on your computer.  
We have substantially increased the number of scans.  Many of these 
are scans of full pages from collections.  More than 2000 scans which 
are not in the catalogue can be found on our website.  We have retained 
the font and general layout and have made subtle improvements.  We 
have changed the paper to ensure that it is easy to write on and to fa-
cilitate the binding.

The lower weight makes it eligible to be sent as lettermail.  This in turn 
means that we can put stamps on the envelope sent to you.

Signifi cantly more people will receive this catalogue than was the case 
with our fi rst auction. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO SPARKS AUCTIONS

We were the fi rst Canadian auction house to use the live internet bid-
ding capabilities of StampAuctionNetwork.com.  It was a steep learning 
curve, but we are confi dent it provides an enhanced auction experience 
to our customers.

We followed the advice of experience in placing reasonably high “open-
ing bids” on the internet.  These were not reserves, but there was under-
standable confusion when some lots were opened on the fl oor below the 
“opening bid”.  For this auction, opening bids will start at one dollar.

Kate Winsor accepted the position of Auction Manager.  Her effi ciency, 
organization, and calmness have made a huge difference in the prepara-
tion of this auction.

An alphabetical list of describers for this auction are Stephane Cloutier 
(postal history especially Canadian, France, lots and collections),  David 
Giles (lots and collections), Danny Handelman (foreign postal history, 
artifacts), Ian Kimmerly (all types of lots),  Guillaume Vadeboncoeur (all 
types of lots.), Kate Winsor (lots and collections etc.).   Chris Green and 
Brian Wolfenden also contributed.  All descriptions were audited by a 
team member.  The describers used a template but different styles (eg 
see lots 1218 and 1219) are evident. Those who follow auction descrip-
tions closely will notice a distinctly different style in our written descrip-
tions in this catalogue.

HOW TO CONTACT US:
 62 Sparks Street,  Ottawa, ON , K1P 5A8, CANADA

Offi ce Hours: Monday through Friday 
10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m. Eastern Time

Tel: 613-567-3336
Fax: 613-567-2972
Email: info@sparks-auctions.com

www.sparks-auctions.com

VIEWING  

Saturday May 24 2008 .................10:00 am to 5:30 pm  
Saturday May 31 ...........................10:00 am to 5:30 pm
Monday June 2 ..............................10:00 am to 6:00 pm
Tuesday June 3 ..............................10:00 am to 6:00 pm
Wednesday June 4  ......................... 9:00 am to 8:00 pm
Thursday June 5 ...........................9:00 am  to 11:30 am



Auction #2 Updates, Corrections & Errata

• Page Five in the print catalogue shows four lots incorrectly numbered beneath the
photos: 12 should be 13, 13 should be 14 and x14 should be x15.

• Viewing Hours are incorrectly listed in the print catalogue. Correct viewing hours can
be seen on the Viewing Information page at this link.

CORRECTIONS TO LOT DESCRIPTIONS
Last updated Monday June 2nd at 5pm EDT

Lot Number Correction

97 The upper right corner perf has been repaired

224 Stamp is Scott #45. SG #62b with throat flaw catalogues £19

490 A set of 3, not 4

1020 Stamp has a light crease visible in fluid

1198
A central hinge on all 4 stamps leaves 2 bottom stamps with hinge
remnants

1230 The illustration for the blue-green shade is found on page 77 in the
printed catalogue, mis-identified as Lot #1231. The correct scan is
shown on the Stamp Auction Network listing and in our image gallery
here.

1231 The illustration for the yellow-green shade is found on page 76 in the
printed catalogue, mis-identified as Lot #1230. The correct scan is
shown on the Stamp Auction Network listing and in our image gallery
here.

1450, 1451 These lots are reversed in the printed catalogue. Lot 1450 has
CV$17,200 and Lot 1451 is CV$9,019. They are correctly numbered in
the on-line catalogue.

1458 Withdrawn. The stamp shown will be added to lot #1451.

1548 This lot only contains #U1 (not #U2).

2008 A collection of Australia, (not Canada)

2074 200 (not 2000)

2091 Extra scans: 2091, 2091a, 2091b, 2091c, 2091d, 2091e, and 2091f.

2108 66 stamps (not 166)

2205 Withdrawn



2263 Penrhyn Islands, (not Pitcairn)

2399 Also includes a Scott album with mint United Nations material

Bidding Increments

Please bid using these increments.
(All bids are in Canadian dollars.)

From: Increment:   

$1 - $20 $1 $1600 - $3000 $100

$22 - $40 $2 $3200 - $7000 $200

$45 - $150 $5 $7500 - $15,000 $500

$160 - $300 $10 $16,000 - $30,000 $1000

$325 - $750 $25 $32,000 - $50,000 $2000

$800 -
$1500

$50 above $50,000 $5000

   Etc.

Helpful Links:

Bidsheet

(Print this to fax or mail to
us, or to record your bids
before submitting on-line)

Other Information

Terms & Conditions
Symbols &
Abbreviations
About Bidding
Shipping
Live Internet Bidding

PDF CATALOGUES
 

WWW.SPARKS-AUCTIONS.COM
©2008-2011 SPARKS AUCTIONS, 62 SPARKS STREET, OTTAWA, CANADA, K1P 5A8 (613) 567-3336

Office Hours: 10-5:30 Eastern Time, Monday-Friday E-Mail Us
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SESSION ONE
BRITISH COMMONWEALTH

FRIDAY JUNE 6 at 10:00a.m.

Lots #1-223

Index
      Lots
Great Britain      1-26
Aden - Australia     27-59
 5/- Sydney Bridge variety   37
Bahamas - Dominica     60-85
 Bermuda #12    68
 British Guiana #39   73
 C.G.H. triangle block of 10  75
 C.G.H. #7a Woodblock   77
East Africa - Kenya    86-109
 East Africa 50 Rupee   86
 Hong Kong #69b mint  99
 Chamba OfÞ cials   106
Leeward Islands - Pakistan   110-130
 Imperium Keyplate   110
 New Zealand #306-312 
 Imperforate Blocks   123
Papua New Guinea - South Africa  131-149
 Papua New Guinea O4 Airmail 
 Variety     131
 Rhodesia #58 £2 variety mint 133
 Samoa Imperforate Proofs  140
 Sierra Leone Vignette Essays 143-145
South West Africa    150-217
 67 lots - a magniÞ cent Exhibition Collection with   
 many, many features
Strait Settlements - Turks Islands  218-224
 Straits Settlements #241a 
 half pane of 50   218
 MaÞ a Island Imperial Arms set 221

This session will begin promptly at 10:00a.m. Eastern 
time.  We expect to Þ nish at approximately noon.
































































































































































































































































































































































